Principles of oncologic abdominal surgery.
The principles of abdominal oncologic surgery parallel the general principles of all types of oncologic surgery with some variations peculiar to the abdomen. Due to the presence of multiple organ systems within the abdominal cavity, many types of cancer can develop. The surgeon must be prepared to perform several different abdominal procedures depending on the organ system involved and the extent of the cancer. The surgeon as oncologist must be aware of the tumor type, its expected behavior, and current treatment options. This article describes the principles of performing cancer surgery, including preparation for abdominal exploration, methods to facilitate tumor removal, and ways of avoiding tumor recurrence.